CHAPTER II

THE HOUSE OF G-HAZXI flOOl-1186).
i. MAHMUD OF GHAZXI (1001-1030).

IN the previous chapter the rise of the Saracen Empire,
its progress and extension towards India, the rise of the
Turks and the fall of their empire, the condition of early
India prior to, and during the invasion of, the Greeks,
and the Scythian or Tartar invasions of India, have been
touched upon briefly, and only to such an extent as may
be considered necessary to the immediate subject of this
little work.

The Tartar Empire referred to in the above chapter
had dissolved into its natural condition, and had been
disintegrated into separate clans and tribes, dwelling in
the country extending from China to the Oxus and the
Danube.

In A.D. 650 the Caliph Othman appointed as governor
of Kufa, Syed-bin-abu-ul-cas, who, accompanied by the
two Imams, Hussein and Hassan, reduced the Persian
borders of the Caspian Sea, and converted its inhabi-
tants to the faith of Islam, and soon after the Caliph's
governor of Basra subdued the provinces of Seistan,
Kohistan, Nishapur, Ghor, Herat, Merv, and Balkh,
to govern which conquests he appointed his several
generals.

Thus a movement was made towards India, but it was
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